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Executive Summary
• The political vacuum that arose from the United States’ restraint in the Middle East
has been exploited by Russia to conduct military intervention in Syria. This has underpinned Russia’s claims to greater influence as a global actor. Nevertheless, Russia has
yet to demonstrate a clear exit strategy from the Syrian conflict.
• Russia and the West face serious obstacles to cooperation in the fight against jihadist
terrorism as some of their interests and goals stand in diametrical opposition. This is
particularly the case with regard to the future of Bashar al-Assad.
• Free elections, an inclusive transitional government and the preservation of the largest
possible number of state structures are of central importance to a functioning post-war
order in Syria. The mistakes made in Iraq after the overthrow of Saddam Hussein must
be avoided in Syria.
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The participants acknowledged that the

How to move forward in Syria
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About the Körber Dialogue Middle East
The Körber Dialogue Middle East provides a platform for multilateral discussions about
current foreign and security policy issues relating to the Middle East. The dialogue involves
foreign policy experts from the EU, the US, and the Middle East who meet regularly in a
confidential environment to develop policy-oriented ideas and recommendations. Senior foreign policy professionals and representatives of leading think tanks gathered at the workshop
in Berlin to discuss the latest developments in the Middle East.
This executive summary contains a selection of the arguments that we believe are relevant
to the current political debate. The summary is distributed to the participants of the Körber
D ialogue Middle East and selected policymakers.
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