LAST CHANCE FOR CLIMATE DIPLOMACY?

Lessons Learned
from Bangladesh
Bangladesh is especially affected by negative effects of climate change
and can function as role model to the developed and developing world
BY SHEIKH HASINA
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tion to implement climate-resilience initiatives.

is prone to climate-related disasters.
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on Climate Change painted an irreversible and
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This impending doom drives us to enhance the
resilience of infrastructures, institutional capacity
and financial preparedness, and to help vulnerable
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biodiversity

communities to adapt and manage residual risks.

With the global transition towards the Sustainable

There are several experiences and best practices that

Development Goals, my government has initiated an

Bangladesh can share with developed and develop-

overall plan for Bangladesh to become a developed
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country by 2041. As a result, the country’s economic

As chair of the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF ) –
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a coalition of 48 countries from Asia, Africa, the

tum even amid the prevailing COVID-19 crisis and

Caribbean, the Pacific and South America –

despite a rising population, limited land resources

Bangladesh has pioneered in the preparation of
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the comprehensive Mujib Climate Prosperity Plan.
Launched in July this year, it is the first plan of a

Simultaneously, we have been boosting the
country’s agricultural production during the
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Which possible consequences of climate
change worry you the most?

70 %
38 %
35 %
32 %

Extreme weather phenomena
Increasing flow of refugees
Increasing inequality and economic crises
International conflicts and wars

12 %
Personal restrictions, e. g. due to
travel bans or consumer restrictions

2021: don’t know 1 %, no answer 1 %

previous 20 years. Our annual rice production has

As part of the Paris Climate Agreement, Bangla-

almost tripled between 1971 and 2020. To date, more

desh is pursuing a sustainable development pathway

than 100 high-yielding, modern rice varieties have

through limiting global warming. However, achiev-
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required will not be possible without the alignment

ant varieties. In addition, floating agriculture is

and collaboration of all nations. Thus, Bangladesh

practiced in many areas of Bangladesh to meet the

calls for collaborative and coordinated actions to

food demand, mitigating societal challenges and

develop a global consortium that includes developed

ensuring the conservation of biodiversity and the

and developing countries. Yet, commitments and
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efforts are needed most from developed countries,

Bangladesh has also built sea dykes, cyclone

such as Germany, as climate change is mainly

shelters and coastal plantations as a green adap

caused and exacerbated by them. They should assist

tation against cyclonic disasters. Riverbank erosion

climate-vulnerable countries through innovative

predictions are provided to ensure the prompt

technology transfer, capacity building and enhanced

evacuation and to protect millions of lives and

provision for accessing climate finance for adapta-

properties. The regulatory framework to empower

tion and mitigation. Global communities can

and mobilize local governments and volunteers

take the lead through absolute emission-reduction

immediately during a disaster is an effective

targets, by developing a shared vision and by

measure for preparedness.

exploiting lessons from successful initiatives to

A call for collaboration

scale up for disaster-risk reduction and climatechange adaptation.
Simultaneously, developing nations also

Finally, my government has given utmost impor-

need to act responsibly so that the change does

tance to greenbelt development and afforestation,

not worsen. Bangladesh has been a positive

and it has planted over 11.5 million saplings. The

example for such responsible behaviour over

coastal zone of Bangladesh is home to the Sundar-

the decades. 		

bans, one of the largest mangrove forests in the
world. It has a high capacity to store carbon – up to
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five times more effectively than terrestrial forests.

is prime minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

