CAN EUROPE SHAPE THE FUTURE OF TECH?

Who Else, If Not Europe?
The EU , especially Germany, can lead the way forward in defining
‘digital sovereignty’ – Big Tech should see this as opportunity
BY CASPER KLYNGE AND RALPH HAUPTER
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driven by technology and digitalization? It starts by
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acknowledging that Europe’s openness is a strength,

that define the responsible use of technology

making it an inspiring global rule-maker, rather

and establish appropriate mechanisms for account-
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ability if companies fail to meet their obligations.

From rule-taker to rule-maker

Germany’s new federal government should draw on
the foundational work that has already been done
in the country, including in the context of the
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Data Ethics Commission and the Bundestag’s AI
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In Germany, for example, Microsoft has joined
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tion. Germany can set important impulses by
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and Europe will be a powerful step in securing

development efforts and regulatory cooperation,
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aligns with Europe’s digital agenda. With its strong
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plays an important role in this regard.

enterprises.

Second, there can be no digital sovereignty
without cybersecurity. Today’s weapons of cyber
warfare threaten the future of our societies and the
stability of our governments, industries and infrastructure. Digital sovereignty demands an approach
to cybersecurity built on multilateral cooperation
among like-minded governments collaborating
with the private sector. And it also requires the tech
industry to constantly invest in protecting consumers and the public sector.

Clear framework for responsible
technology
And, third, there can be no digital sovereignty
without the rule of law ensuring that technology is
trustworthy and compatible with democratic values
and institutions. Governments and international
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